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equally painful to Russian Communist feelings, without ceasing to
cultivate relations with the countries in question. Indeed, Fascist
Italy, within whose frontiers Communism was a religio non licita, had
been the first of the post-war Great Powers to enter into normal
diplomatic and commercial relations with the Soviet Union.1 On this
precedent, Russian Communist statesmanship might have looked
forward to maintaining with ' the Third Reich' the mutually profitable
good relations which it had established with the Weimar Republic
in the Treaty of Rapallo, in spite of the suppression of Communism
within the German frontiers under the new regime. What disturbed
the Soviet Government most deeply was the possibility that the
Nazis' anti-Communist 'drive5 might not stop at the frontiers, but
might one day sweep on past the post-war and the pre-war eastern
limits of the Reich into the choicest part of the Soviet Government's
own dominions.
This possibility was foreshadowed in the public pronouncements
of leading members of the German National-Socialist Party, from
the Fuhrer himself downwards; the means for translating it into
action had now been acquired by the Nazis through their mastery
of the potential military resources of the Reich; and the opportunity
might be created by concerted action between Germany and the
Soviet Union's other militantly aggressive neighbour, Japan.
The essence of Herr Hitler's foreign policy, as expounded in his
publications and utterances before coming into power, was contained
in the proposition that the German nation was a Volk ohne Raum
and in the doctrine that force was a legitimate and indispensable
instrument for realizing national aims. According to Herr Hitler,
the German people was entitled, in virtue of its high degree of culture,
to as high a standard of living as any people in the World; and, for
maintaining a people of these numbers (in which Herr Hitler included
the Germans outside the post-war frontiers of the Reich) at the
standard to which they claimed a right, the geographical area and
natural resources of even the pre-war Reich—not to speak of the
post-war Reich—were dismissed by Herr Hitler as being utterly
inadequate. In his view, Germany must acquire territory on a vastly
greater scale than that, and she must seek it in a quarter where the
resistance of the present owners would be the most easily overcome
and where the fruits of the conquest would be the most conveniently
harvested. In the light of Germany's experience in the General War
of 1914-18, Herr Hitler opined that Germany's future lay not 'on
the water' (where the ex-Kaiser Wilhelm II had espied it in 1896),
1 See the Survey for 1924, pp. 228-33.

